
 

J-Pharma Co., Ltd. and Uniphar Announce Advancement of Nanvuranlat into Phase 3 Clinical 
Development Following FDA Alignment and Initial Patient Enrollment 

Strategic partnership enables direct progression to Phase 3, bypassing additional Phase 2 study, as first 
patients are randomized in global trial 

TOKYO, Japan and DUBLIN, Ireland — [June 16, 2026] — J-Pharma Co., Ltd., a clinical-stage 
biotechnology company focused on novel therapies targeƟng amino acid transporters, and Uniphar, a 
leading internaƟonal healthcare services company, today jointly announced progress in the development 
of JPH203 (nanvuranlat), a novel LAT1 inhibitor for the treatment of second-line biliary tract cancer. 
Following alignment with the U.S. Food and Drug AdministraƟon (FDA), the program has advanced into 
Phase 3 clinical development and iniƟal paƟents are now enrolled in the global study. 

Development History 

J-Pharma’s nanvuranlat program is rooted in pioneering work on LAT1, a transporter now widely 
recognized for its role in cancer biology. This scienƟfic foundaƟon traces back to Dr. Hitoshi Endou, 
founder of J-Pharma and Professor Emeritus of Kyorin University, who originally idenƟfied LAT1 as a 
therapeuƟc target. 
 
Building on Dr. Endou’s discovery, J-Pharma translated LAT1 biology into a therapeuƟc approach and 
discovered nanvuranlat, a first-in-class LAT1 inhibitor targeƟng amino acid transport mechanisms 
involved in tumor growth. 
 
In Phase 1 and Phase 2 studies conducted in Japan, J-Pharma demonstrated encouraging efficacy and 
safety signals in biliary tract cancer, supporƟng FDA agreement to advance to a global Phase 3 study. 
 
Through this progression, J-Pharma has advanced a discovery rooted in Japanese academic science into a 
global late-stage development program. 

Regulatory Strategy Enabling Phase 3 

Central to this milestone is the strategic partnership between J-Pharma and Uniphar Development, 
Uniphar’s regulatory and clinical development division, enabling FDA agreement on a Phase 3 study 
through a targeted regulatory engagement strategy, bypassing the need for an addiƟonal Phase 2 study.  
 
"Reaching Phase 3 with FDA alignment is a defining milestone for J-Pharma and, more importantly, for 
the paƟents with biliary tract cancer who urgently need new opƟons," says Max Yoshitake, President & 
CEO of J-Pharma. "Biliary tract cancer remains an area of significant unmet medical need worldwide, and 
we believe that bringing a new therapy to paƟents as quickly as possible carries major social significance. 
We are grateful for the close collaboraƟon with Uniphar Development, which helped us translate our 
clinical data package into a clear regulatory strategy and global development path. We remain 
commiƩed to working with Uniphar on the rigorous execuƟon of the Phase 3 study and to exploring the 
potenƟal of nanvuranlat for paƟents who may benefit from it." 
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First Patients Enrolled in Global Study 

Building on the regulatory foundaƟon established through the partnership, J-Pharma has iniƟated its 
global Phase 3 study, with the first paƟents now successfully randomized. J-Pharma and Uniphar 
Development are jointly managing the Phase 3 study, with Uniphar Development also serving as 
J-Pharma’s U.S. agent with FDA. 
 
The program’s advancement into Phase 3 is helping to underpin investor confidence, contribuƟng to 
J-Pharma’s successful compleƟon of its iniƟal public offering (IPO) in Japan in March 2026.  
 
"We are proud to stand alongside J-Pharma in announcing these achievements," says Chuck Finn, PhD, 
Chief ScienƟfic and Development Officer, Uniphar Development. "This collaboraƟon demonstrates the 
power of an integrated regulatory and development approach. Uniphar’s extensive regulatory, oncology, 
and development experƟse combined with J-Pharma’s scienƟfic vision and development discipline, plus 
CEO Max Yoshitake’s global development experience, have been important factors in moving the 
program from data reassessment and FDA engagement to acƟve Phase 3 enrollment. We are proud to 
conƟnue supporƟng J-Pharma’s efforts to address unmet treatment needs for biliary tract cancer and 
bring meaningful new opƟons to paƟents." 
 
Uniphar Development conƟnues to serve as J-Pharma’s U.S. regulatory and development partner, 
providing ongoing strategic support as the Phase 3 trial progresses. 

 
ENDS 

 
For J-Pharma media relaƟons, contact: 
J-Pharma Co., Ltd. 
Planning Department 
TEL: +81-3-6432-4270 
hƩps://www.j-pharma.com/en/contact/  
 
For Uniphar media relaƟons, contact: 
Heather Hopkin at TALA: heather.hopkin@teamtala.com | +44 (0)7545536147 
Beth O’Shea at TALA: beth.oshea@teamtala.com | +44 (0)7891481003 
 
About JPH203 (nanvuranlat) 
JPH203 (nanvuranlat) is a novel LAT1 inhibitor designed to target amino acid transport mechanisms 
critical to tumor growth. The ongoing Phase 3 study represents a key step toward potentially bringing a 
new treatment option to patients with biliary tract cancer, an area of significant unmet medical need. 
 
About J-Pharma Co., Ltd. 
J-Pharma Co., Ltd. is a Japan-based clinical-stage biotechnology company specializing in the discovery 
and development of therapies targeting amino acid transporters (LAT1/SLC7A5) for the treatment of 
cancer and autoimmune diseases. Founded in 2005 based on technology from Kyorin University, the 
company is advancing a pipeline of innovative LAT1 inhibitors, including nanvuranlat. J-Pharma 
completed its initial public offering in Japan in March 2026. For more information, visit j-
pharma.com/en. 
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About Uniphar 
Headquartered in Dublin, Ireland, Uniphar is an internaƟonal diversified healthcare services business 
servicing the requirements of more than 200 mulƟnaƟonal pharmaceuƟcal and medical technology 
manufacturers across three divisions — Uniphar Pharma, Uniphar Medtech, and Uniphar Supply Chain & 
Retail. The Group is acƟve in Europe, North America, APAC and MENA. OperaƟng across 180 countries 
with a global team of 3,500+, Uniphar bridges manufacturers, healthcare providers, and paƟents — 
acceleraƟng access to innovaƟve therapies, improving paƟent outcomes, and delivering value across the 
healthcare ecosystem.  
 
Uniphar Pharma integrates Development, Clinical, Access, Medical, Commercial, Distribution and Global 
Sourcing to support the full product lifecycle – from early-stage research through to commercialization 
and beyond. Uniphar’s unified platform spans regulatory strategy, clinical trial support, medical affairs, 
market access, patient engagement, commercial services, distribution and supply chain. For more 
information, please visit www.uniphar.com 
 
About Uniphar Development, LLC 
Uniphar Development, LLC, part of Uniphar, provides integrated regulatory, clinical, and strategic 
development services to biopharmaceutical companies worldwide. With expertise spanning regulatory 
strategy, FDA engagement, clinical trial design, and development operations, Uniphar Development 
partners with innovators to accelerate the path from clinical-stage programs to late-stage development 
and beyond. For more information, visit uniphar.us. 


