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Reference management software supports writers, editors, and researchers in their responsibility to provide accurate citations. These platforms support researchers 
and writers in performing three basic research steps: searching, storing, and writing. A robust reference manager helps researchers find relevant literature, add chosen 
citations to a reference library, store papers and their bibliographic metadata in a cloud-based storage database for later retrieval, and directly insert citations and 
references in a chosen citation style when creating manuscripts and reference lists. Use these platforms for one-time writing projects or as a secure repository for long
term projects. 

Vetting Reference Management Software 
The most robust reference managers allow direct importing from bibliographic databases through direct access from the reference manager and/or bookmarklets that 
import content from the web browser. Alternatively, import references from other platforms with the help of import tools. The citations can then be used to generate 
citation lists and bibliographies 

The library needs to be searchable and have the ability to index and label references. A top-notch reference manager should also offer tools for organizing the 
references into folders and sub/alders. You may also want to include full-text papers in PDF format that you can annotate and search; the tool should then be able to 
extract metadata from the PDF to create a citation. 

You should be able to share references via the internet and organize each reference library into workgroups. This allows all members to use the same reference 
database. Sync your entire library including notes, lists, annotations, and highlights across all of your devices and operating systems. The most sophisticated reference 
managers offer cloud storage and tools for exporting citations and references into word processing software such as Word and Google Docs simply by selecting 
relevant items from the citation library. Users should be able to select a citation style from a readily accessible tool that contains styles for a wide array of Journals and 
scholarly publishers. A key feature for a reference manager is the ability to save customized styles and formats for projects that fall outside the purview of standard 
journal publishers. 

Citation Styles 
The use of formatted referencing in scientific manuscripts first became a priority in 1978 when a small group of editors of general medical journals met informally in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, to establish guidelines for the format of manuscripts submitted to their journals The group became known as the Vancouver Group. Its 
requirements for manuscript submissions, including formats for bibliographic references developed by the US National Library of Medicine (NLM), were first published 
in 1979. 

Citation formats within the life sciences are typically based on one of several styles: 

Vancouver/National Library of Medicine 
References are consecutively numbered throughout the text. If the source is referred to again, the same number is used. The numbered citations are then used to 
create a citation list. In the broad sense, the Vancouver system refers to any author-number system regardless of the formatting details 

Harvard 
The author and year are cited in-text (Pears and Shields, 2019), and an alphabetical citation list is generated. This system is the basis for American Psychiatric 
Association (APA) style, which is used in many social science and nursing Journals. 

American Medical Association (AMA) 
The AMA reference style is Vancouver style, and its formatting differs in some minor details from the NLM/PubMed style. 

Although many science and medical journals have small, tweaked individual differences in their citation formats (i.e., brackets vs. parentheses, number of authors cited, 
etc.), most are based on Vancouver. 

Try Before You Buy 
The increase in scientific literature has led to the development of several reference managers. The best way to choose a reference manager is to document the needs 
of your stakeholders regarding the features they deem imperative. If you're considering changing from an existing system to something new, you'll want to ensure that 
all of the current citations can be exported to the new platform. You'll also want to think about the future-will your user base be growing? Will you need more 
collaborative features? Then ask vendors for a trial of the software so your teams can put each of them through their paces. 

Click here to learn how ReadCube Papers can dramatically improve how you find, access, organize, read, share, and cite scholarly literature. 

Stay Up to Date 

Join our mailing list to stay on top of Papers' latest updates 

Posted in Blog, Papers Enterprise 

Jill Shuman 

+- Journal Article Access: What's the Best Model for Your Team? 

Papers 

ReadCube Papers makes the vvorld of scholarly 

research more accessible and connected_ Our 

web, desktop and mobile reference management 

applications dramatically improve the 'Nay you 

find, access, organize, read, share, and cite 

scholarly literature. 

We're supported by Digital Science.

Compare 

ReadCube Papers vs Papers 3 

ReadCube Papers vs Mendeley 

ReadCube Papers vs Endnote 

ReadCube Papers vs Zotero 

RendCube Papers vs Dropbox 

a 

Install Papers 

Mac Desktop App 

\IVindows Desktop App 

,veb App

SmartCite for Word

SmartCitc for Google Docs

SmartCite for Citekeys

iOS 

Android 

Bro'Nser Extensions 

Pricing & Packages 

Researchers 

Institutions 

Enterprise

+ Document Delivery

Reseller Porta 

Upgrade from Papers 3 

Terms of Use I Privacy I © 2021 Digital Science Research & Solutions Inc. 

Community 

Helpdesk 

Feature Requests 

Training �Aaterial 

Live Tra·ning 
Sessions 

SLpported Styles

Release Notes 

Blog 

Email Us 

https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9hYm91dC5waHA=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9jdXN0b21pemUucGhwP3VybD1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRnd3dy5wYXBlcnNhcHAuY29tJTJGYmxvZy1ob3ctdG8tY2hvb3NlLWEtcmVmZXJlbmNlLW1hbmFnZXIlMkY=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi91cGRhdGUtY29yZS5waHA=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9lZGl0LWNvbW1lbnRzLnBocA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9wb3N0LW5ldy5waHA=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9wb3N0LnBocD9wb3N0PTIwNDQmYWN0aW9uPWVkaXQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9hZG1pbi5waHA/cGFnZT13cHNlb19kYXNoYm9hcmQ=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS93cC1hZG1pbi9wcm9maWxlLnBocA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9yZWFkY3ViZXBhcGVycy53cGVuZ2luZS5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9mZWF0dXJlcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9wcmljaW5nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9lbnRlcnByaXNlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAucmVhZGN1YmUuY29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9hdXRob3IvamlsbC1zaHVtYW4v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS81LXR5cGVzLW9mLW9yZ2FuaXplZC1zbWFydGxpc3RzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3BhcGVyc2FwcC5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9yZWFkY3ViZS53dWZvby5jb20vZm9ybXMvc3Vic2NyaWJlLWZvci11cGRhdGVzLW9uLXBhcGVycy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vcGFwZXJzYXBw
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9wYXBlcnNhcHA=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9saW5rZWRpbi5jb20vY29tcGFueS9yZWFkY3ViZQ==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vYy9SZWFkQ3ViZVBhcGVycw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jYXRlZ29yeS9ibG9nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jYXRlZ29yeS9lbnRlcnByaXNlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9qb3VybmFsLWFydGljbGUtYWNjZXNzLXdoYXRzLXRoZS1iZXN0LW1vZGVsLWZvci15b3VyLXRlYW0v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL2RpZ2l0YWwtc2NpZW5jZS5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jb21wYXJlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jb21wYXJlLW1lbmRlbGV5Lw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jb21wYXJlLWVuZG5vdGUv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jb21wYXJlLXpvdGVyby8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9jb21wYXJlLWRyb3Bib3gv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9kb3dubG9hZC5yZWFkY3ViZS5jb20vYXBwL0luc3RhbGwlMjBQYXBlcnMucGtn
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9kb3dubG9hZC5yZWFkY3ViZS5jb20vYXBwL1BhcGVyc19TZXR1cC5leGU=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAucmVhZGN1YmUuY29tLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9zbWFydGNpdGUtZm9yLXdvcmQv
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9zbWFydGNpdGUtZm9yLWdvb2dsZS1kb2NzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9zbWFydGNpdGUtZm9yLWNpdGVrZXlzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9pdHVuZXMuYXBwbGUuY29tL3VzL2FwcC9yZWFkY3ViZS9pZDg2NDA0Mjk4MT9tdD04
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGF5Lmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3RvcmUvYXBwcy9kZXRhaWxzP2lkPWNvbS5yZWFkY3ViZS5tb2JpbGUmaGw9ZW5fVVM=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9kb3dubG9hZC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9wcmljaW5nLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9pbnN0aXR1dGlvbmFsLXBsYW5zLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9lbnRlcnByaXNlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9lbnRlcnByaXNlLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9yZXNlbGxlci8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS91cGRhdGUtcGFwZXJzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LnBhcGVyc2FwcC5jb20v
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N1cHBvcnQucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9zdXBwb3J0L2Rpc2N1c3Npb25zL2ZvcnVtcy8zMDAwMDA0NjMxNw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9ib290Y2FtcC8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9jYWxlbmRseS5jb20vcmVhZGN1YmVfcGFwZXJzXzMw
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9zdXBwb3J0ZWQtc3R5bGVzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cDovL3N1cHBvcnQucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9zdXBwb3J0L3NvbHV0aW9ucy9mb2xkZXJzLzMwMDAwMDU2NDk5
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9uZXdzLw==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LnJlYWRjdWJlLmNvbS9zdXBwb3J0L3RpY2tldHMvbmV3
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3BhcGVyc2FwcA==
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9wYXBlcnNhcHA=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS90ZXJtcy8=
https://getfireshot.com/pdf_aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGFwZXJzYXBwLmNvbS9wcml2YWN5Lw==

